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Legislative Update

Under construction, open or closed, its 
always foggy and a work in progress
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Legislation and Regulation:
two of  five actions 



Allied w/others in the
The LRO is allied w/many retiree  groups to formulate legislative policy & 

action priorities.
Aetna Ret. Assc. Detroit Diesel Ret. Org.

Ameritech/SBCRet. Detroit Edison Alliance of Ret.

Boeing  Engr. Ret. General Motors Ret. Assn.

Chrysler Ret Orgs. bŀǘΩƭ Assc. Prudential Ret. - NAPRI

CWARet. Members Council TELCORet Org.-(PAC Bell)

DeltaPilots Pension Org. AmericanAirlines Retirees (Several)

JohnDeere Ret Org. United Airlines Retirees (Latest)

EastmanKodak Ret. Assn. AUSWRetirees/CenturyTel.

Andmembers from 80 other companies

Regional NRLN Chapters formed in 3 regions  for non- association members  and 
where  retiree organizations have folded.  (Old Mt Region and Pac. NW ).



Why The NRLN?

117
Companies 

Retirees 
Have 

Contributed 
To NRLN

2,200,000

Retirees 
Receive 
Benefits 
from 117 

Companies.

NRLN 
Registered 
Lobbyist 

&

Strategic 
D.C. 

Presence. 

51,000

Capwiz
Members 

Lobby 
Congress.

Grassroots 
Members: 

Live In 50 states 
& all 

Congressional 
Districts and 
there are CD 
leaders in ~ 
75% of the 
Districts

NRLN STRENGTH COMES FROM MEMBER ACTION 

ü No campaign donations or free lunches, dinners, booze or trips for 

members of Congress.

ü NRLN web site made much more powerful in information and action  

tools. 



Allied with others in the NRLN

T
h

e
L

R
O

is
 w

e
ll 

re
p

re
s
e

n
te

d
 in

 t
h

e
 N

R
L

N

Bill Kadereit - President

Ed Beltram - VP Communications

Joe DombrowskiςVP Membership 

Bob Martina - VP Grassroots Network/ NRLN SW Region 6 VP

Frank Minter - Pension Advisory Board

Al Duscher- Pension Advisory Board

Ron Hoth - Health Care Advisory Committee

Joe  Sciulli - Web site, Data Base

Paul Bayliss ςNRLN Region Dir (New England states)

Mike Cronin ςNRLN Region 4 SE-E  Acting Dir (GA-SC-NC) 

John De Castro ςNRLN Region 10 Dir. (CA)

Many others in Grassroots State and CD leadership posts  



On watchfor current matters, some in committee or  
federal agency.

ωStimulus checks (inclusion of retirees) - $250

ωHedge fund take over of pension funds

ωPension funding regulations (110% vs. 130% = 
120%)s 

ωDelay of IRA/401 K 2009 distributions

ωMedicare Funding and Premiums ςDrug policies 
impacting . 

ωTax policy impacting. 

ωSGF formulas and impact on premiums.

ωCoverage of Medicare , SNF, Pre-existing conditions 

ωDeriskingand Disclosure of Pension Plans 

ωTPP &TPA  impact on Medicare and Drug Costs 

Last several 
years-

Reviews and 
initiates 

actions items in 
congress 
affecting 

retirees such 
as: 

Won some- lost some-- but not by forfeit



Initiatives - General

ωPointing out problems with existing legislation. 

ωProviding position papers on  proposed and in 
process legislation

ωProviding outlines of new legislation to 
appropriate committees.

ωDirect lobbying/calls to reps and staffers

ωGrassroots Action Alerts ςAND other member 
actions (letters to editors, Face Book, Twitter

ωAdvising NRLN members on congressional 
members co-sponsorships and votes on 
legislation.  - Available to all NRLN members and 
members of congress.  Why? 

Initiates, 
Influences, 

New 
Amendments 
to Legislation 
& Regulation 

by: 



Agenda & Action
ÅThe Legislative Agenda- General
ωRevised Annually by NRLN Legislative Comm. 
ωBased on bi-annual membership surveys
ωReviewed by LRO BOD and other Associations.
ωMid-course correction as needed
ωPriorities set for most effort for the upcoming year
ωOn Line at  http://www.nrln.org (summary and details)
ωAdvisory committees work details  of position papers
ωNRLN Legal and Lobby Efforts focused
ωGrassroots Initiatives formulated 
ωAction Alerts - e-mails to congress. ςall NRLN members

CD and State Leaders 
ωMeetings with Congressmen/staffs at offices; DC and home.
ωTown hall meetings.
ωLetters to editors. 

http://www.nrln.org/


Agenda & Action
ÇThe Legislative Agenda- General

ωRevised Annually by NRLN Legislative Comm. -
ωBased on bi-annual membership surveys  and new issues raised. 
ωReviewed by LRO BOD and other Associations.
ωPriorities set for most effort for the upcoming year
ωOn Line at  http://www.nrln.org (summary and details)
ωReviews all bills congress authors for applicability bi-weekly
ωMid-course correction as needed. 
ωAdvisory committees work details  of position papers

ÇNRLN Legal and Lobby Efforts focused
ÇGrassroots Initiatives formulated 
ωAll NRLN members  -On-line support at 

http://www.nrln.org/documents/NRLN%20Choose%20Your%20Method%20to%20Influence
%20Congress.pdfunder Grassroots tab ςMethods 
ωAction Alerts - e-mails to congress.
ωTwitter and Facebook to Congressmen

ÁCD and State Leaders
ωMeetings with Congressmen/staffs at offices; DC and home.
ωTown hall meetings.
ωLetters to editors. 
ωConference calls with DC staff and NRLN  officers 

http://www.nrln.org/
http://www.nrln.org/documents/NRLN Choose Your Method to Influence Congress.pdf


2015 Agenda Top Priorities
De-Risking and Disclosure 

Skilled Nursing Facility  Access without 3 night stay in hospital 

Medigap-ability to change insurers without pre-existing condition  restrictions   

Lobby for Prescription Drug  Agenda

ωRequire HHS to require competitive bidding for Medicare Drugs ςSen. Klobuchar (MN) S.31 Medicare Prescription 
Drug Negotiation Act of 2015
ωImportation of safe prescription drugs from Canada . Sen McCain (AZ) S.122

ωMake Illegal ςPayoffs to competitors to not introduce generics.      �^���v���š�}�Œ���s�]�š�š���Œ���^�X�í�ï�í���~�>���•�����Z���o�‰�•�����µ�š�����}���•�v�[�š�����o�}�•����
the door . Supreme court made payoffs illegal in 2013 but left door open. 
ωFDA funding to eliminate the generic drug backlog ςNew user fees passed in 2012 have helped  but applications up 

75%. Average approval time 31 months . Staff added

Bankruptcy Reform: Insure retirees have a standing in court , other (Sen Warren) 

Pension Benefit Protection from Global M&A Harm  

Protect Medicare ς(pass the above before any cuts considered)

Protect Social Security - CPI issues:  no change or change to CPI-E (senior Cost of Living )

Detailed position papers on line at NRLN.org under Legislation


